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* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

American Legion Post 44 maintained a January tradition on Saturday, January 9th, by honoring a 

Revolutionary War soldier as its veteran of the month. 

 

Col. Benjamin Hinman was recognized as the 325th consecutive veteran of the month during the 

ceremony at Bantam Borough Hall. Hinman hailed from Woodbury and participated in the Battle of Fort 

Ticonderoga. 

 

Peter Stothart, right, vice president of the Gov. Oliver Wolcott Sr. Branch of the Sons of the American 

Revolution, presented a flag in memory of Benjamin Hinman to Wayne Wilson of American Legion 

Post 44 of Bantam. 

 

 
 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 

Fourteen members of the Gov. Oliver Wolcott, Sr. Branch #10 of the Connecticut Society of the Sons of 

the American Revolution (CTSSAR), and one camp follower, marched in the Memorial Day parade in 

historic Litchfield, Connecticut this year. 

 

We gave an “eyes right” salute as we passed the former home of Col. Benjamin Tallmadge. Benjamin 

Tallmadge was a senior intelligence officer under Gen. Washington and the leader of the Culper Spy 

Ring; the first successful spy ring in British-occupied New York. 



 

We also stopped in front of the former home of Gov. Oliver Wolcott, Sr. and fired a musket salute in his 

honor. Oliver Wolcott, Sr. was a signer of the Declaration of Independence and the 19th Governor of 

Connecticut. He was the second of three generations of Wolcotts to serve as Governor of Connecticut. 

 

 
 



Afterward, we posed for a group photo outside of the Litchfield Historical Society, underneath a stained 

glass window that is a tribute to Litchfield County’s 3,000 Revolutionary War patriots. The Mary Floyd 

Tallmadge [Litchfield] Chapter of the Connecticut DAR commissioned Frederic Crowninshield to 

design the window and they gave it to the Litchfield Historical Society in 1907. 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

On Independence Day, participated in a ceremony at the graves of Gov. Oliver Wolcott, Sr. and Col. 

Benjamin Tallmadge at East Cemetery in Litchfield. 

 

Oliver Wolcott, Sr. was the 19th Governor of Connecticut and a signer of the Declaration of 

Independence. He was the second of three generations of Wolcotts to serve as Governor of Connecticut. 

 

Benjamin Tallmadge was a senior intelligence officer under Gen. Washington and the leader of the 

Culper Spy Ring, the first successful spy ring in British-occupied New York. Upon learning that Maj. 

John André had been arrested with a pass for getting through the American lines and a set of papers 

detailing West Point's defenses hidden in his stocking, Tallmadge suspected Benedict Arnold to be 

André's accomplice. Tallmadge's actions led to the exposure of Benedict Arnold’s treason. Maj. John 

André was found guilty of being a spy and was sentenced to hang. 

 

 

 
 



On Independence Day, we also participated in the Let Freedom Ring ceremony on the Green in historic 

Litchfield, Connecticut. 

 

Prior to the ringing of the bells of four churches that surround the Green, the First Litchfield Artillery 

Regiment performed a ceremony during which, using two cannons, they fired salutes to each of the 

original 13 states in the order that they ratified the Constitution of the United States of America. SAR 

Color Guard members carried and presented each of the state flags of the thirteen original states as the 

cannons saluted each state. At 2:00 PM, just as the smoke cleared from the last cannon salute, the church 

bells began to ring - 13 times in honor of the thirteen original states. 

 

 
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 

Six new members were inducted into the Gov. Oliver Wolcott, Sr. Branch on August 1st. 

 

 



* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 

On Friday, September 9th, the Mary Floyd Tallmadge Chapter of the Daughters of the American 

Revolution unveiled a commemorative marker that they placed under a stained glass window that is a 

tribute to Litchfield County’s 3,000 Revolutionary War patriots. The Mary Floyd Tallmadge Chapter 

commissioned Frederic Crowninshield to design the window and they gave it to the Litchfield Historical 

Society on July 5, 1907. The marker will now explain the significance of the window to those who come 

to admire it. 
 

 

 

Members of Gen. Wolcott’s Sixth Militia Brigade, the Color Guard unit of the Gov. Oliver Wolcott, Sr. 

Branch of the Sons of the American Revolution, participated in the ceremony. Assisted by drummer 

Chatman Elliott, they marched in and posted the Betsy Ross flag. At the end of the ceremony they fired 

a three-volley musket salute. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/connecticutsar/photos/pcb.10157518169055193/10157518162445193/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/connecticutsar/photos/pcb.10157518169055193/10157518162445193/?type=3


 

 

 



 
 

After the ceremony, we posed for a photograph under the portrait of Col. Benjamin Tallmadge which is 

displayed in the Liggett Gallery inside the Litchfield Historical Society.  

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

 

On Patriot Day, September 11th, members of the Gov. Oliver Wolcott, Sr. Branch of the Sons of the 

American Revolution awarded members of the Knights of Columbus Berkshire Council 1520 with the 

SAR Flag Certificate in recognition of their exemplary patriotism in the display of the Flag of the United 

States of America. 
 

Each year, the Knights of Columbus Berkshire Council 1520 hosts a 24-hour 9/11 Remembrance 

Ceremony on the front lawn of St. Joseph Church in Canaan, Connecticut. During the ceremony, 

residents from Canaan and surrounding towns pay their respects to those who were killed on that fateful 

day and to those who fought and died in the battles thereafter. One of the features of the ceremony each 

year is a huge Flag of the United States of America that the Knights of Columbus display with the help 

of the Canaan Fire Company. 



 

 



 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 
 

On Saturday, October 29th, Martin Spring, Paul Selnau, Alec Marshall, and John Marshall participated 

in a ceremony at The Wall That Heals in New Milford, CT. 

 

 
Compatriots Spring (L) and Selnau (R) presented the Colors and performed a Musket Salute. 



 
Alec Marshall (R) led the Pledge of Allegiance and the American’s Creed. 

 

 
John Marshall read a proclamation from Gov. Dannel P. Malloy. 

Compatriots Martin Spring, Paul Selnau, Alec Marshall, and John Marshall are all members of the Gov. 

Oliver Wolcott, Sr. Branch of the Sons of the American Revolution.  Alec Marshall is also a past State 

President of the Connecticut Society of the Children of the American Revolution.  Both of his sisters, 

Carly & Liza, also served as C.A.R. State Presidents.  Alec continues to serve the C.A.R. as the National 

Chairman of Government Studies. 

 

Members of the Roger Sherman Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, and the Charles 

Merriman Society of the Children of the American Revolution also participated in this event. 

 



The Wall That Heals is a 250-foot replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, DC.  

Along with a mobile Education Center, The Wall That Heals honors the more than three million 

Americans who served in the U.S. Armed forces during the Vietnam War and its walls bear the names of 

the more than 58,000 men and women who made the ultimate sacrifice in Vietnam. 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

On Veterans Day, November 11th, representatives from a number of local groups gathered together at 

the Coe Memorial Building in Torrington, CT.  Members of the American Legion Post 38; VFW Post 

9086; Marine Corps League Detach 1142; U.S. Navy Seabee Veterans of America; AMVETS Post 24; 

Korean War Veterans; Sons of the American Revolution; the Torrington Veterans’ Service Office; etc., 

take turns to come forward, salute the assemblage of wreaths at the front of the room, and then stand 

behind the wreath that their organization provided. 
 

 
2015 photo 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 



 


